
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notice of Meeting 
 
 
 

Licensing Hearing 
 

Tuesday 2 June 2026 at 
10.45am 
 

in Council Chamber, Council Offices, 
Market Street, Newbury 
 
 
Link to the Livestream - Licensing Hearing (Sub-Committee) - 2 June 2026 
 
 

 

Members Interests 
 

Note:  If you consider you may have an interest in any Application included on 
this agenda then please seek early advice from the appropriate officers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date of despatch of Agenda:  Friday 22 May 2026 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 
If you require further information about this Agenda, or to inspect any background 
documents mentioned in the reports, please contact Stephen Chard (Democratic 
Services Manager) via email Stephen.Chard@westberks.gov.uk   
 
Further information and Minutes are also available on the Council’s website at 
www.westberks.gov.uk  
 

 
 

Scan here to access the public 
documents for this meeting 

Public Document Pack

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PDAzGr7GP8
mailto:Stephen.Chard@westberks.gov.uk
http://www.westberks.gov.uk/


Agenda - Licensing Sub-Committee to be held on Tuesday 2 June 2026 (continued) 
 

 
 

 

To: Councillors Paul Dick, Paul Kander and Clive Taylor 

  

 

Agenda 
 

Part I Page No. 
 
1    Declarations of Interest  
 To receive any declarations of interest from Members. 

 
 

2    Schedule of Licensing Applications 
 

 

(1)     Application No. 29826 - Sainsbury's, First Floor, 2 Coombe Square, 
Chapel Street, Thatcham, West Berkshire, RG19 4JF 

5 - 48 

 Proposal: Full variation of the Premises Licence 

Location: Sainsbury’s, First Floor, 2 Coombe Square, Chapel Street, 
Thatcham, West Berkshire, RG19 4JF 

Applicant: Winckworth Sherwood LLP on behalf of Sainsbury’s 
Supermarkets Ltd 

 

 

  

 
 
Sarah Clarke 
Service Director: Strategy and Governance 
 

If you require this information in a different format or translation, please contact 
Stephen Chard on telephone (01635) 503973. 



 

West Berkshire Council Licensing Hearing 2 June 2026 

 Licensing Hearing (Sub-Committee) Report  

Premise Licence Full Variation – Sainsbury’s, 

First Floor, 2 Coombe Square, Chapel Street, 

Thatcham, West Berkshire, RG19 4JF – 

Application number 29826 

 

Type of Application: 

 

Full variation of the Premises Licence 

Town Council: Thatcham Town Council 

Ward Members: Cllr Stephanie Steevenson, Cllr Iain Cottingham 

Case Officer: Mark Groves, Lead Licensing Officer 

Portfolio Holder: Councillor Tom McCann 

Service Director: Clare Lawrence 

 
1. Purpose of the Report 

1.1. To set out the background information pertaining to this Full Variation Application being 
brought by Sainsbury’s Supermarkets Ltd. 

2. Recommendation to Licensing Sub-Committee 
 

2.1. Options available to Members are to:- 
 

a) To grant the full variation to the premise licence and amend the conditions as requested by  
the applicant. 
 
b) To grant the full variation to the premise licence and add conditions to the licence as 
members feel are necessary and relevant giving full reasons for their decision. 
 
c) To refuse the full variation application as made by Sainsbury’s Supermarket’s Ltd. 
 
Members must give full reasons for their decision. 

 
3.       Introduction and Background 

3.1     On the 10 April 2026 the licensing team received an application from Winckworth Sherwood 
          LLP on behalf of Sainsbury’s Supermarkets Ltd for the full variation of the premises licence to 

Sainsbury’s, First Floor, 2 Coombe Square, Chapel Street, Thatcham, West Berkshire, RG19 
4JF 

 
3.2     The Responsible Authorities were notified on the 10 April 2026. 

3.3     Members of the Licensing Sub-Committee are asked to determine the application for the full 
          variation of the premises licence.  
 
3.4. The Licensing Authority may only consider aspects relevant to the application that have been 

raised in this application. 
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3.5. Members of the Licensing Sub-Committee are requested to determine the application having 
regard to the operating schedule, representations received, the Councils Statement of 
Licensing Policy, revised guidance issued under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and 
the four licensing objectives. 

3.6. An authorisation is required in respect of any premises where it is intended to conduct one 
or more of the licensable activities, these being: 

(a) Sale of alcohol 
(b) Supply of alcohol (in respect of a club) 
(c) Regulated Entertainment 
(d) Provision of Late-Night Refreshment 

 
An appropriate authorisation is either, a premises licence, a club premises certificate, or a 
Temporary Event Notice. 
 

3.7. Licence holders are required, when offering any licensable activity, to ensure that they 
promote the licensing objectives at all times. The operating schedule of the application 
contains detail of all the activities applied for and the control measures that the applicant will 
have in place in order to promote these objectives. Such measures will, where appropriate 
be converted into enforceable conditions on any licence issued.  

The four licensing objectives are: 

(a) Prevention of crime and disorder 
(b) Prevention of public nuisance 
(c) Public Safety 
(d) Protection of children from harm. 
 

No licensing objective carries any more weight than any other and these are the only factors 
in which licensing can have regard in determining an application. 
 

3.8. Where representations have been received from a responsible authority or any other person, 
and the concerns have not been resolved through mediation between all parties, the 
Licensing Act 2003 requires that these applications should be determined by the Licensing 
Authority’s Licensing Committee. The Licensing Act 2003 allows for applications such as this 
one to be delegated to a Sub-Committee. In accordance with those rules, the Scheme of 
Delegation set out in the Council’s Constitution states that the Licensing Sub-Committee has 
responsibility for dealing with this application. 

  4.       Summary of Application sought. 

4.1. The Licensing Authority received a valid application on 10 April 2026 from Winckworth 
Sherwood LLP on behalf of Sainsbury’s Supermarkets Ltd. This application is recorded 
under reference 29826.  A copy of the application is attached as Appendix 1 

4.2. The application seeks a premise licence to permit the following licensable activity 

  Supply of Alcohol: 

             Monday – Sunday 07:00hrs – 23:00hrs - Off the premises 

  4.2      To amend the current condition under the Prevention of Children from Harm to the condition 
              mentioned in 5.5   
 
  4.3      To remove the condition in Annexe 3 of the current licence if granted which reads ‘The  
              Licensing Sub-Committee noted the amendment to the application detailed by the  
              applicant during the hearing that the hours during which the supply of alcohol would take 
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              place each day would be reduced to 08:00 hours to 22:00 hours.’ 
 
  4.4      Copy of the premises licence and plans attached as Appendix 2 and 3 respectively both  
             are restricted documents 
 
  5.        Background information 

5.1. Sainsbury’s Supermarkets Ltd are the Premise Licence holders for the Sainsbury’s, First 
Floor, 2 Coombe Square, Chapel Street, Thatcham, West Berkshire, RG19 4JF and a 
Premise Licence has been in force since granted by this Sub-Committee on 8 September 
2014 whereby the only variations to the licence since 2014 have been for a 10 changes to 
the DPS and 1 change of the registered address. 

5.2. The application seeks to obtain authorisation for the full variation of the premises licence to 
extend the sale of alcohol, to amend the condition under the Protection of Children from 
Harm and remove the condition under Annexe 3. 

5.3. The applicant has provided an amended condition for the Protection of Children from Harm 
to assist members in addition to the mandatory conditions and those that are already on the 
premise licence in their application for the full variation of this premises licence. 

5.4. The applicant and the licensing team have endeavoured to mediate with the objector, where 
the applicant has also offered to take part in a meeting with the objector to better understand 
and allay their concerns. However, at the time of writing this report no response had been 
received from the objector to this mediation process. (Appendix 5) 

5.5. The condition proposed by Sainsbury’s Supermarkets Ltd for the Prevention of Harm to 
Children is as follows:  

1. The premises licence holder will ensure that an age verification policy will apply to the 
premises whereby all cashiers will be trained to ask any customer attempting to purchase 
alcohol, who appears to be under the age of 25 years (or older if the licence holder so elects) 
to produce, before being sold alcohol, identification being a passport or photocard driving 
licence bearing a holographic mark or other form of identification that complies with any 
mandatory condition that may apply to this licence. 
 

  5.6     The store has opening hours for the premises which are Monday – Sunday 00:00 – 24:00,   
            and the store currently opens to the public from Monday – Sunday 07:00 -23:00. 
 
  6.       Consultation 

 
6.1. The 28-day consultation period ran from 10 April 2026 to 8 May 2026. Responsible 

Authorities were advised by email on the 10 April 2025. The application has been advertised 
in accordance with the regulations, with the required blue notices being placed at the 
premises, which were checked by an officer from the Public Protection Partnership. The 
application for this review was also made available at the offices of West Berkshire Council, 
Market Street, Newbury  RG14 5LD. 

6.2. A total of 1 representation was received and found to be valid which was objecting to the 
increased hours for the sale of alcohol. 

  7.       Responses Received  

 Fire Authority – No Objection.  

 The Chief Officer of Police for Thames Valley – No Objection 

 Environmental Health – No Objection.  
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The Local Enforcement Agency for the Health and Safety at work etc. Act 1974 – No   
Response 

Trading Standards – No Objection.   

Children’s Safeguarding Board – No Response. 

Public Health – No Response 

Home Office Immigration – No Response. 

Planning – No Response.  

The Licensing Authority – No Response.  

 
 8.       Summary of Relevant Representations 

 8.1      A total of 1 representation was received and found to be valid which was objecting to the 
           increased hours for the sale of alcohol which would undermine the Crime and disorder  
           objective and the Prevention of Children from Harm (Appendix 4) 
 
  9.       Options  

9.1.  The Home Office’s Revised Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 
(03 February 2026) must be taken into account when determining this Application. 

9.2. Members are asked to consider, after taking the valid representations both oral and written 
into account, and having due regard to the licensing objectives, whether the application for 
the Premises Licence should be granted or rejected. Members will need to give reasons for 
their decision. 

9.3. If members are minded to approve the application, they need to consider any additional 
conditions, other than those contained in the operating schedule, and any relevant 
mandatory conditions in ss19-21 of the Licensing Act 2003. Modification of conditions 
includes adding, omitting or altering a condition. 

9.4. If members are minded to include any additional conditions, they will need to provide their 
reasons for doing so in the decision notice. 

9.5. Members of the Licensing Sub-Committee are asked to make a decision and provide this 
decision on the day at the end of the hearing due to its nature and after all relevant parties 
have been given the opportunity to speak. Members must give full reasons for their decision. 

 
 

Background Papers: Relevant Legislation 

 
(1) The Licensing Act 2003  

(2) Appropriate Regulations including but not limited to The Licensing Act 2003 
(Premises licences and club premises certificates) Regulations 2005, The Licensing 
Act 2003 (Hearings) Regulations 2005 and The Licensing Act 2003 (Hearings) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2005 

(3) Statutory Revised Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003  
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(4) The Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy Licensing Act 2003 

(5) The Council’s Constitution  

 

 
 
 
 
10. Appendices 

Appendix 1 –  Application 
 
Appendix 2 -  Premise Licence (Redacted) 
 
Appendix 3 – Plans (RESTRICTED) 
 
Appendix 4 – Representation received (Redacted) 
 
Appendix 5 – Email sent by MG to the objector from the licensing team regarding mediation 
(Redacted) 
 
 
Person to Contact:  Mark Groves 

Email: mark.groves1@westberks.gov.uk  
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From: stewartpbateman
Sent: 04 May 2026 11:54
To: Licensing
Subject: Sainsbury THATCHAM

Categories: LA03 Premises

This email was delivered from an External Source. Please use caution before clicking any links 
or opening attachments. 

 

REF 50809 app 29826 

I live at

I object to increased supply of alcohol. 

The existing hours are long enough for a quiet residential street. 

Any extension of hours is a slippery slope to more requests. 

regards 

Stewart Bateman 

RESTRICTED
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Chief Fire Officer Mark Arkwell

V6

West Hub Fire Safety Office, Headquarters, Newsham Court, 
Pincents Kiln, Calcot, Reading, RG31 7SD                                      
Email: westhubfiresafety@rbfrs.co.uk
Switchboard 0118 945 2888
Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service    rbfrs.co.uk

Emailed to: licensing@westberks.gov.uk Your ref 50809 app 29826
Our ref MM/354630
Ask for M. Mcilwaine
Date 14 April 2026

Dear Licencing, 

LICENSING ACT 2003
REGULATORY REFORM (FIRE SAFETY) ORDER 2005, as amended

2 Coombe Square, Thatcham, West Berkshire, RG19 4JF

The Fire Authority has considered your application dated 10 April 2026 and does not propose 
to make a representation.  This should not be interpreted as meaning that the fire precautions 
in the premises are satisfactory.  The primary piece of legislation for achieving satisfactory 
standards of fire safety in licensed premises is the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 
2005, as amended.  This legislation requires the Responsible Person to undertake a suitable 
and sufficient fire risk assessment to identify the general fire precautions which need to be 
taken to protect relevant persons.

The Home Office has developed a set of guides which explain what you must do in 
order to comply with fire safety law, help you carry out a fire risk assessment and 
identify the general fire precautions which you should have in place.  The guides are 
available via the following link: Gov.uk fire safety legislation guidance for those with 
legal duties

Failure to comply with the Order, irrespective of any requirements which may be imposed by 
the Licensing Authority in connection with your application, may result in enforcement action 
being taken by this Authority under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005, as 
amended.  Your premises will be included in our risk based inspection programme and audited 
for compliance in due course.

This letter is without prejudice to the powers of the Licensing Authority and to any requirements 
or recommendations which may be made by enforcing Authorities under other legislation. Any 
queries regarding this letter should be addressed to the person named above.  If you are 
dissatisfied in any way with the response given, please ask to speak to the Office Manager 
quoting our reference.

Yours faithfully

M. Mcilwaine
Authorised Fire Safety Inspector
And on behalf of the Royal Berkshire Fire Authority
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From: Amie Norkett < >  
Sent: 20 April 2026 09:51 
To: Licensing <Licensing@westberks.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: LA03 Consultation - Variation - Sainsbury's Thatcham 
 
Good morning, 
 
Trading standards has no objections to this variation 
 
Kind regards, 
Amie Norkett 
Enforcement Officer (Age-Restricted Products) 
Public Protection Partnership, West Berkshire Council 
Theale Library, Church Street, Theale, RG7 5BZ  
Email:   
 
Website: www.publicprotectionpartnership.org.uk 
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Moira Fraser

From: Gary Clarke (C9203) < >
Sent: 10 April 2026 10:29
To: Licensing
Cc: Alcohol Licensing
Subject: TVP Application Response - Sainsburys, 2 Coombe Square, Chapel Street, Thatcham, 

Berkshire, RG19 4JF (10/04/2026): No Objection

This email was delivered from an External Source. Please use caution before clicking any links 
or opening attachments. 

 

On 10/04/2026, we received an application relating to the below activity.  

Full Variation at Sainsbury’s, 2 Coombe Square, Chapel Street, Thatcham, Berkshire, RG19 4JF  

 

Details: Extend hours for sale of alcohol, and amend Conditions as required.  

Based on the supplied information, the Thames Valley Police response is: No Objection.  

 

 
 
 
Thanks and stay safe. 
 
 
Gary  
 
 
  

Gary Clarke C9203 
Alcohol Licensing Officer.  
Bracknell, Wokingham and West Berkshire 
Operational Effectiveness Unit 

The Broadway, Bracknell, Berkshire, RG121AD  
Optional Contact Email;  
Alcohollicensing@thamesvalley.police.uk 
www.thamesvalley.police.uk 
 
Licensing Information: 
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From:
To:
Subject:
Sent:

Mark Groves

RE: Sainsbury Thatcham.
16/05/2026 17:45:36

Dear Mr Bateman,
 
Thank you for taking the time to contact the licensing team with your objection to the application made by
Sainsbury’s, First Floor, 2 Coombe Square, Thatcham, West Berkshire, RG19 4JF
 
I understand from your representation below that you are objecting to the increased hours in the sale of
alcohol. So that you are aware you are the sole objector to this application and as such a licensing Sub-
Committee has been convened for Tuesday 2 June 2026 for which you will receive a formal invitation to
attend in due course.
 
The application is asking to extend the sale of alcohol from 08:00 – 22:00 to 07:00 – 23:00. These timings
offer no extension on the hours that the store is already open as it currently trades from 07:00 - 23:00hrs daily
and they are just asking to align the sale of alcohol hours with the stores trading hours.
 
So that you are aware Thames Valley Police who are a responsible authority within the Licensing Act 2003
have not objected to the extended hours in this application and as such do not consider the licence objective
for the Prevention of Crime and Disorder will be breached.
 
Sainsbury’s has also requested to change a condition in their licence where under The Prevention of Harm to
Children licensing objective the current condition states - All staff shall be trained in the requirements of
Challenge 25 Policies. Sainsbury’s have asked that this is changed to the following - The premises licence
holder will ensure that an age verification policy will apply to the premises whereby all cashiers will be trained
to ask any customer attempting to purchase alcohol, who appears to be under the age of 25 years (or older if
the licence holder so elects) to produce, before being sold alcohol, identification being a passport or
photocard driving licence bearing a holographic mark or other form of identification that complies with any
mandatory condition that may apply to this licence.
 
For your information if this variation to the licence was granted this would mean that the applicant would be
monitored by all the responsible authority’s either in joint visits or visits undertaken by each individual
responsible authority with the visits on most occasions being unannounced. The licensing team work closely
with Thames Valley Police, Trading Standards and Environmental Health and regularly carry out
unannounced visits and operations including underage sales on premises and to ensure they are complying
with legislation and any conditions that are attached to the licence and that will be no different for Sainsbury’s.
 
The applicant will have to comply with the four licensing objectives and the conditions on the licence at all
times that the premises is open, or enforcement action in various forms could be taken against them which
can include the review of the premise licence which carries the sanction that the premise licence could be
revoked, or the applicant could face prosecution for offences that have been found to have taken place if that
action was deemed necessary.
As a member of the public, you are also permitted to bring a review of the premises licence asking for action
to be brought against the premises as, long as this is not frivolous or vexatious and you have the evidence to
support your application for a review.
 
The licensing team have also been contacted by Sainsbury’s who are aware of your objection and who are
willing to meet with you to discuss your concerns. This meeting would be facilitated by the licensing team via
an online meeting if you felt this would help you understand their application.
 
If after reading the above you still wish to continue with your objection, then as mentioned you will receive an
invitation to attend in due course, however, if based on the information above you wish to withdraw your
objection then you may do so. I would be most grateful if you could provide me with your answer either way.
 
If you would like to meet with Sainsbury’s could you also let me know so that the meeting can be arranged.
 
I look forward to your reply in due course.
 
Yours sincerely
 
Mark Groves
 
Mark Groves
Lead Licensing and Enforcement Officer
Public Protection Partnership
Email: mark.groves1@westberks.gov.uk
 
Website:    www.publicprotectionpartnership.org.uk
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Facebook: @PublicProtectionPartnershipUK
Twitter:      @PublicPP_UK
 
 

 

 
 
 
From: 
Sent: 04 May 2026 11:54
To: Licensing <licensing@westberks.gov.uk>
Subject: Sainsbury THATCHAM
 

This email was delivered from an External Source. Please use caution before clicking any links or
opening attachments.

 

REF 50809 app 29826

I live at COOMBE COURT.

I object to increased supply of alcohol.

The existing hours are long enough for a quiet residential street.

Any extension of hours is a slippery slope to more requests.

regards

Stewart Bateman
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